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and flaws, sometimes measure as much as 30 x 24 inches.
The mineral is worked in wide, open quarries, distributed
among the four mining zones of Gudur, Rapur, Atmakur,
and Kavali, and bearing, in some cases, the name of a Hindu
deity, e.g. Venkateswara and Mahalakshmi.    Mica  com-
mands a special price in the commercial market, because it
is a non-conductor of electricity, is able to stand great heat
and rapid changes of temperature, is transparent to light,
almost opaque to radiant heat, and is tough and clastic.
This combination of features is not obtained in any other
natural substance, and  cannot be readily imitated arti-
ficially.   Consequently, mica is used in covering the arma-
tures of dynamos, as lamp chimneys, as coverings for the
peep-holes of high temperature furnaces, for photographic
films, and for window-panes in places exposed to great
changes of temperature or violent vibrations.    In   India
there is a demand for mica at the Muhammadan Mohurram
festival  for the decoration   of  taziahs  or  taboots,  pro-
cessional lamps, banners, etc.   Waste scrap and pulverised
mica are used for a variety of purposes, such as non-con-
ducting packings and jackets for boilers and steam-pipes,
the manufacture of lubricants for machinery, and as a base
for soap.   The invention of micanite has created an opening
for the use of the smaller grades of mica, which were
formerly discarded as waste.    Of the world's total supply
of mica, over 60 per cent by value is obtained from India,
more than a quarter of the Indian production being from
the Madras Presidency.   Over 7,000 workers are employed
on an average daily at the Madras mica mines.
Since 1908, considerable attention has been paid to
certain beach sands on the Travancore coast, which have
been found to contain considerable proportions of Monazite,
samples of which have yielded, on analysis, 12 per cent, of
thoria, the substance that gives it its commercial value on
account of its highly incandescent properties. The deposits